or high respectability of the party whence it has emanated; and we shall now proceed to review its contents, and to comment upon them, bearing ever in mind the objects of the author, who does not profess to deal in novel views, but, from contemporary opinions and practices, to select and recommend the most worthy.
suits, our expectations of pleasure and profit from the office of reviewing his work become very much exalted.
The age which Sir Alexander
Crichton has attained, ;and the eminence on which he stands, place him beyond the hopes and fears of professional life, and are a security for his addressing the public solely on the legitimate ground of his having something to say to it which he considers deserving of its attention. We cannot contemplate without respect a man, arrived at an age when repose is to most so seductive?and all would be excused for yielding to the seduction?who musters his strength to impart to others those truths which he has employed so many years in collecting. He is not satisfied, like the contemplative philosopher in Lucretius, to exult in his own exemption from error, whilst he sees others darkly straying from the truth; but he extends to them the torch which he thinks likely to guide them in its paths.
These prepossessions, however, ought not to influence our critical judgment, nor shall they do so. Sir Alexander's work must be appreciated at its intrinsic value, and not for the venerable age, or high respectability of the party whence it has emanated; and we shall now proceed to review its contents, and to comment upon them, bearing ever in mind the objects of the author, who does not profess to deal in novel views, but, from contemporary opinions and practices, to select and recommend the most worthy.
The functions of the heart and arteries. The first commentary is on a physiological question,?the functions of the heart and arteries. The doctrines compared are, that originally promulgated by Haller, and subsequently adopted by various eminent physiologists, according to which the blood, after its expulsion from the heart, is propelled in the arteries, and especially in the capillaries, by a regular succession of muscular contractions and relaxations of these vessels, similar to the systole and diastole of the heart, and that published by Dr We shall take a few cases in the order in which they stand. Johanna H. was cured of chancre and discharge from the vagina in two months and six days. Lisette Julia M. had a chancre and excoriation; dismissed cured at the end of the sixth week. A case with four chancres on the genitals, and the right tonsil slightly ulcerated and of a deep red colour, cured in two months and fifteen days. In the next case, the patient had undergone treatment prior to admission. Some of the symptoms had disappeared ; but a single chancre remained on the glans penis, a line and a half in depth, and six lines wide. The sore at the end of the ninth week from his admission was reduced to the size of a pin's head, when the patient, out of temper from delay, (as well he might be,) departed. He returned eight days after, the ulcer having become larger, and at the end of other three weeks he was at length cured.
Sir Alexander Crichton's explanation of Fricke's success is founded on Liebig's doctrine of metamorphosis by the application of an animal poison. He would say that from the low diet and the purgative medicine employed, the parts of the blood are not supplied which are susceptible of the metamorphosis, the same result being produced as is effected in fever by the annihilation of the desire for food and of the process of chymification. We feel no objection to this explanation ; but we would remark that one equally good is offered in the inflammatory character of all the products of the syphilitic virus and the antiphlogistic nature of the course employed.
